
Dorothy’s earthly life drew to a close in January 1963 leaving 
Burrswood’s future in the safe hands of Dr Edward Aubert.  Dorothy 
always looked upon death as a gateway to life and she had now 
reached the gateway and gone through. 

 

 

After Dorothy died her work continued under the administration of 
the Trust that bears her name.  Much change has taken place at 
Burrswood over the intervening years but the founding principles 
remain as Dorothy intended.   

Today Burrswood Health and Wellbeing provides a range of health 
care services from relaxing breaks in our beautiful guest 
accommodation to goal-orientated multidisciplinary therapeutic 
programmes. The team prides itself on its approach to ‘whole person 
care’ and provides wellbeing to the needs of one’s body, mind and 
spirit. There is counselling, physiotherapy and input from chaplains and 
support staff - available as needed  whether visiting as a guest or 
booking in for a stay with appropriate care included. 

Our guest accommodation provides a warm welcome to anyone 
wishing to enjoy a relaxing break and this can be combined with 
packages of care including, physiotherapy, counselling and ministry.  
The Church of Christ the Healer holds regular healing services. 

Refreshments and light meals are available in Burrswood’s Tea Room.  
Please ring to find out more.   

Burrswood as it is today. 

A Concise History 

Dorothy Kerin 

Burrswood 1963 onwards 

Burrswood Christian 

Bookshop 

If you would like to know more about the life and healing ministry of 
Dorothy Kerin, the following books are available in the Bookshop along 
with a large selection of books and cards. 

The Living Touch and Fulfilling - These two books have been 
republished in one volume.  ‘The Living Touch’ is Dorothy Kerin’s own 
account of her healing and was first published in 1914.  ‘Fulfilling’ is a 
sequel to ‘The Living Touch’.  It was published in 1952, after she had 
come to Burrswood.  £7.50. 

Will You Go Back? by Ruth Farr 
This traces the story of Dorothy Kerin’s miraculous healing and the 
consequent years of her obedience to God’s commission.   

£6.50. 

Dorothy Kerin Called by Christ to Heal by Dorothy Musgrave Arnold 
A moving narrative of Dorothy Kerin’s life in the service of God.  £7.50. 

This House Named Burrswood by Johanna Ernest  
A history of  the house and grounds from the time of the Camfield 
family.   

£6.50. 

Burrswood is a registered charity which receives no direct 
Government funding.  If you would like to know more about how to 
support or benefit from  all the services available please contact us. 

Burrswood, Groombridge 
Tunbridge Wells, Kent TN3 9PY 

Tel:  01892 863637 
Fax: 01892 863623 
email: enquiries@burrswood.org.uk 

www.burrswood.org.uk  

The Dorothy Kerin Trust - A company limited by guarantee 
Registered in England and Wales no. 4562803 
Registered charity no. 1095940 

 



Dorothy Kerin came to Burrswood in 1948 but 

we must go back further in time to 1912 to 

understand how it was that she followed the 

divine path that brought her to this place.  On 

18th February 1912 Dorothy, a young woman 

aged twenty two, lay dying of tubercular 

meningitis and peritonitis at home in Herne 

Hill, South London.  Her physician, Dr 

Frederick Norman JP FRCS, had said that Dorothy would not survive 

the night and her family gathered around her death-bed.  The event 

that followed is described by Dorothy Kerin in her book ‘The Living 

Touch’ (available at the Burrswood Bookshop).  She referred to this 

moment in her life as ‘my beautiful day’, when all the symptoms of 

the illness suddenly left her body and Dorothy was instructed by an 

Angel to ‘get up and walk’. 

Dorothy had not walked for five years but she arose from her bed and 

walked.  “I felt so well and strong that I might never have been ill at 

all”.  When Dr Norman returned in the morning he said to Dorothy’s 

mother, “Is this the girl I left dying yesterday?”  As soon as he had 

recovered from the shock, he examined Dorothy and pronounced 

her perfectly healthy and well.  At the request of Dr Norman, a 

number of physicians examined Dorothy and they too were amazed 

and admitted this was something beyond their understanding.  Dr 

Norman was asked by a newspaper reporter for his theory as to how 

this could have happened.  He replied, “I have no theory.  Had I read of 

it I certainly should not have believed it. She 

is well but how she got better, I don’t 

know.” 

At the time of this divine intervention 

Dorothy received a vision of the Lord and 

angels, asking her, “Will you go back?”  She 

said she was charged to  “heal the sick,  

comfort the sorrowing and give faith to the faithless”. 

The Miraculous Healing The Years of Preparation 

The next seventeen years were a time of retreat and preparation for 

this ministry.  For the most part, Dorothy lived with Dr & Mrs Langford-

James as their adopted daughter. Dr Langford-James, an Anglo-

Catholic priest, became Dorothy’s spiritual director.  Dorothy described 

this time as “Long spells of quiet and prayer to delight in”.  It was a case 

of following where God was leading with no idea of where she was 

being led. 

 

 

 

By 1929 God’s plan for Dorothy became clear and she had the means 

to establish her first home of healing at Ealing, West London.  

Dorothy’s work became so widely known and through gifts from 

supporters and benefactors she was able to accommodate increasing 

numbers of people seeking help.  From 1929 to the end of World War 

2 she had acquired six properties in Mattock Lane, Ealing, and she had 

adopted nine war orphans, the realisation of a vision. 

 

 

The need to provide her growing family with a suitable home led 

Dorothy to Speldhurst, Kent.  The house, called Etherton Hill, was 

gifted by Glady Modin who was to become a life-long supporter.  The 

house had been requisitioned by the military in the war and was in a 

dilapidated condition.  Dorothy restored it and divided her time 

between Ealing and Speldhurst.  This soon proved to be impracticable 

and Dorothy set about finding a property close to Speldhurst to 

replace her Ealing homes.  In 1948 she found Burrswood and with the 

proceeds of the sale of the Ealing properties this was secured.  Later 

Etherton Hill was sold and the family also moved to Burrswood. 

The Beginning of  

Dorothy’s Ministry 

Etherton Hill, Speldhurst 

Burrswood 1948 - 1963 

Burrswood, like Etherton Hill, had been requisitioned by the military 

in the war and was also in a dreadful condition. Dorothy restored the 

house and grounds and began the process of making Burrswood 

into a truly unique place it is today.  It began as a registered nursing 

home where orthodox medical care was combined with Christian 

prayers and counselling to create a place of healing for the whole 

person; body, mind and spirit.  From the beginning there was an 

integration of medical and spiritual expertise to address the total 

needs of the patient.  Burrswood became known internationally and 

Dorothy received support from many influential people including 

the Bishop of Coventry, Cuthbert Bardsley.  The Bishop was 

Chairman of the Board of Trustees for many years and continued his 

active support until 1982. 

One could argue that her crowning glory was the Church of Christ 

the Healer.  This beautiful building was constructed in response to a 

vision received by Dorothy and is the only church in the Anglican 

Communion built and dedicated specifically for the ministry of 

healing.  At the time of the vision there was no money with which to 

pay for the construction of the Church.  With the words ‘where God 

guides, God provides’ Dorothy went forward with the project in 

1959, ignoring many counsels of caution.  As a testament to 

Dorothy’s faith, the gifts of money arrived in sufficient sums to meet 

all the costs incurred and the Church was built in ten months.  The 

Dedication Service took place on 14th May 1960, celebrated by the 

Bishop of Coventry, assisted by Bishop Lloyd Morell, former Bishop 

of Lewes and the Reverend E L Fossard, former Dean of Guernsey. 

 

 

Construction of Church 1959 


